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Annex 1: Overview of Forest Governance  

Brazil is a forest country with approximately 463.2 million hectares (54.4% of its territory) covered by natural 
and planted forests ς which represents the second largest forested area in the world; second only to Russia. Of 
the 463.2 million hectares, 456.1 million hectares are native or natural forests (with 325.5 million hectares of 
these in the Amazon Biome). The remaining 7.2 million hectares are planted forests (2013) of which 71% are 
Eucalyptus spp., 21.7% are Pinus spp., and the remainder is divided among Acacia spp. (Acacia), Hevea 
brasiliensis (Rubber Tree - for latex extraction), Schizolobium amazonicum (Paricá), Tectona grandis (Teak), 
Araucaria angustifólia (Araucaria), and other species. Approximately 50% of the forests planted in Brazil are 
certified through some kind of forest certification (FSC and/or PEFC). The natural forests include 308 million 
hectares of public forests, of which 91% are in the Amazon Biome. There are 110.96 million hectares of protected 
areas in Conservation Units in the Amazon Biome and a total of 124.6 million hectares of communal forests 
(these may overlap with some conservation units). There is a forest concession of 145,000 hectares of public 
forests in the Amazon Biome for sustainable forest use. 

From the perspective of the forest type, forest management activities in Brazil can occur in natural forests 
(rainforests) or planted forests. From the point of view of land ownership, forest management can be carried 
out on public or private land. 

Public lands subject to management are covered with natural forests (there is no plantation management on 
public lands) and can be carried out by private companies or by traditional communities. The management of 
natural forests may also occur on private land. 

Although there are no restrictions on who can carry out the management of planted forests, these are usually 
managed by companies, farmers or families, always in particular locations (given that the public lands have 
natural forests). 
The total volume of timber originating from native forests of the Legal Amazon that was traded lawfully in 2011 
(the most recent data) was 12.9 million m³, of which 89% originated from the states of Pará, Mato Grosso, and 
Rondonia. In the same year the lumber production was about 5.9 million m³ with gross revenue of 4.3 billion 
Brazilian reais.  

The management of Brazil's forests involves different institutions at three levels of government (federal, state, 
and city). In the federal government, the forest management is under the direct responsibility of four 
institutions: the Department of the Environment (MM) is responsible for formulating forestry policies. It 
operates by granting power for sustainable forest production and is responsible for signing forest concession 
contracts. The Brazilian Forestry Service (SFB) is the administrative institution of the federal public forests for 
the sustainable production of goods and services. It is also responsible for the generation of information, 
qualifications, and fostering the forest area. The Brazilian Institute of the Environment and of Renewable Natural 
Resources (IBAMA) is the institution responsible for environmental control and inspection, and is also 
responsible for licensing and environmental control of the Brazilian forests in its area of competence. The 
institute Chico Mendes of Conservation and Biodiversity (ICMBio) is responsible for proposing, implementing, 
managing, protecting, inspecting, and monitoring the Conservation Units instituted by the Federal Government.  
In the state scope, generally, the state departments of the environment are responsible for formulating policies 
and forest standards, and the state environmental institutions are responsible for licensing, controlling, and 
inspecting forest activities and conservation. In the cities that have a forest management structure, the 
arrangement is similar. 

The rules for the management of native forests are much more stringent than those for plantations, and in many 
States, there is no need for environmental licensing for plantations. Due to the large areas, numbers of 
applicable laws and regulations, as well as the difficulty of performing inspections, the risks to legality of native 
wood are greater than those relating to the use of plantations ς justifying the risk analysis for the two types of 
forests (natural and plantations). 
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Summary of timber sources in Brazil 

Forest type 
classification 

Permit / license 
type 

Main license 
requirements (Forest 
Management Plan, 
harvest plan or similar?) 

Clarification 

Natural forests AUTEF/ AUTEX ς 
Authorization of 
Forest Exploitation  
 
DOF/ GF ς 
Document of 
Forest Origin 
 
Forest Origin Fiscal 
Bill of Sale / 
Invoice 

To operate in forest 
management, it is 
necessary to obtain an 
Authorization of Forest 
Exploitation (AUTEF or 
AUTEX depending on the 
state).  
The transport in the 
national territory should 
always be accompanied by 
the Fiscal Bill of Sale and 
by the Document of Forest 
Origin (DOF or GF 
depending on the state). 
Exports should carry an 
Invoice. 

The wood originating from Brazilian natural 
forests, when transported in the national 
territory, must always be accompanied by 
two documents: The Document of Forest 
Origin (DOF; that in some States is called the 
Forest Voucher or GF); and the fiscal bill of 
sale (in the domestic market). The legal 
status of the forest management can be 
demonstrated through the presentation of 
the Authorization of Forest Exploitation, 
which may be the AUTEF or AUTEX 
depending on the state. However, there is 
always the risk that the wood comes from a 
different area to that of the approved 
AUTEF/AUTEX; therefore this 
documentation only is weak evidence of 
legality. 

Plantations of 
exotic species 

Fiscal Bill of Sale / 
Invoice   

Some cases may require 
an environmental license 
for the management of 
plantations 

The need for an environmental license for 
plantation management varies in each state. 
However, all merchandise must always be 
transported and traded with a fiscal bill of 
sale (in the domestic market). All exports 
must have an invoice. 

Plantations of 
native species 

DOF / GF ς 
Document of 
Forest 
Origin / Forest 
Voucher / Fiscal 
Bill of Sale / 
Invoice 

Some cases may require 
an environmental license 
for the management of 
plantations, in addition to 
the AUTEF or AUTEX. 
The transport in the 
national territory should 
always be accompanied by 
the Fiscal Bill of Sale and 
by the Document of Forest 
Origin (DOF or GF 
depending on the state). 
Exports should be 
formalized with an 
Invoice. 

The need for an environmental license for 
plantation management varies in each state.   
In all cases, as the wood is going to be 
transported with a DOF/GF, an 
AUTEF/AUTEX is required. 
All merchandise must always be transported 
and traded with a fiscal bill of sale (in the 
domestic market). All exports must have an 
invoice. 
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Annex 2 : Principal Brazilian commercial tree species  

In terms of native forests, the major species being harvested as of 2009 were as below. Source: 

http://risk.forestlegality.org/content/brazilian -species   

High -value species:  

¶ Ipê -amarelo/Brazilian walnut ( Tabebuia serratifolia )  

¶ Ipê - roxo/Brazilian walnut ( Tabebuia impetiginosa )  

¶ Cedro Vermelho/Cedar ( Cedrela odorata )  

¶ Itaúba ( Mezilaurus itauba )  

¶ Freijó ( Cordia goeldiana )  

Mid -value species:  

¶ Amescla ( Protium heptaphyllum )  

¶ Angelim -ped ra ( Hymenolobium petraeum ) 

¶ Angelim -vermelho ( Dinizia excels )  

¶ Breu ( Protium  sp.)  

¶ Cambará ( Vochysia  sp.)  

¶ Cedrinho ( Erisma uncinatum )  

¶ Cedrela ( Cedrela  sp.)  

¶ Cerejeira ( Torresea acreana )  

¶ Cumaru ( Dipteryx odorata )  

¶ Cupiúba ( Goupia glabra )  

¶ Garapeira ( Apuleia molaris )  

¶ Goiabão ( Pouteria pachycarpa )  

¶ Jatobá/Brazilian cherry ( Hymenaea courbaril )  

¶ Jequitibá ( Cariniana  sp.)  

¶ Louro ( Ocotea  sp.)  

¶ Maçaranduba/Massaranduba ( Manilkara huberi )  

¶ Muiracatiara ( Astronium  sp.)  

¶ Oiticica ( Clarisia racemosa )  

¶ Pequiá ( Caryocar villosum )  

¶ Peroba ( Aspidosperma  sp.)  

¶ Roxinho ( Peltogyne  sp.)  

¶ Sucupira ( Bowdichia  sp.)  

¶ Tatajuba ( Bagassa guianensis )  

¶ Timborana ( Piptadenia  sp.)  

Low -value species:  

¶ Abiu ( Pouteria  sp.)  

¶ Amapá ( Brosimum parinarioides )  

¶ Amesclão ( Trattinnickia burseraefolia )  

¶ Angelim -amarg oso ( Vataireopsis speciosa )  

¶ Angelim -saia ( Parkia pendula )  

¶ Caju ( Anacardium  sp.)  

¶ Marupá ( Simarouba amara )  

¶ Copaíba ( Copaifera  sp.)  

¶ Faveira ( Parkia  sp.)  

¶ Mandioqueiro ( Qualea  sp.)  

¶ Orelha de macaco ( Enterolobium schomburgkii )  

¶ Paricá ( Schizolobium amazonicum )  

¶ Sumaúma ( Ceiba pentandra )  

¶ Tauari ( Couratari  sp.)  

¶ Taxi ( Tachigali  sp.)  

¶ Virola ( Virola  sp.)   

http://risk.forestlegality.org/content/brazilian-species
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Ann ex 3: Overview of legally required documents  

DOMESTIC MATERIAL  
The following documents can be considered as the principal initial indicators of the  legality of material grown 

and harvested in Brazilian forests, providing some information towards confirming:    

¶ The company is a legitimate operator in the forestry business  
¶ The company meets its fiscal obligations  
¶ Transport  documents are issued by relevant official bodies or suppliers related to the origin of 

purchased timber.  
 

TIMBER PRODUCER 

1.  Legal right to harvest:  
¶ Company registration and establishment.   
¶ Company operates as an office Forest Management Unit and has the right to do so  
¶ Approved For est Management Plan  

¶ Approved annual harvesting rights  
¶ Company is in conformance with annual allowable cut and species diameter limits  

 

a.  RURAL ACTIVITY LICENCE (LICENÇA DE ACTIVIADE RURAL)  

Notes : This is a  license that all rural properties  need to realize any forest activities .  It is a step 
before the forest exploration may take place.  

 

b.  AUTEX (AUTOR IZAÇÃO  DE EXPLORAÇÃO FLORESTAL)  
Notes : This is a timber harvesting authorisation  and may have a slightly different name if issued 
at the state level ( E.g.  AUTEF in the state of Pará).  Issued by IBAMA (Brazilian Institute of the 
Environment and Natural Resources) in the case of harvesting activities on federal land.  Or 
issued by the SEMA (State Secretariat of Environment) in the case of  harvesting activities on 
state land.  

The general management plan and annual operational plan will have been approved before this 
document is issued.  
 

2.  Payment of taxes and duties related to harvesting  
 

a.  NOTA FISCAL DE COMPRA/VENDA DO PRODUCTO  
Notes : This is the Log Bill of Sales / Invoice.  It is issued by the company but must be linked to 

the Secretaria Estadua l da Fazenda (SEFA) system.  

3.  Transport and Trade  
 

a.  DOF / GUIA FLORESTAL  (GF1, GF2 , GF3 )  

Note s: The Declarations of Origin document (DOF) controls trade and transportation of timber  
derived from federal land .  Issued by IBAMA (Brazilian Institute of the Environment and Natural 
Resources).  This enables products to be traced back to processing sites a nd forest source.  
DOFs are relevant to harvesting activities on federal land.  

At the state level, l icences are issued by the SEMA (State Secretariat of Environment). The 

document issued to accompany wood products is the Guia Florestal: GF1 is for logs, GF 2 for 

forest products except logs (branches, chips, fence posts etc)  and  GF3 for lumber gross or semi -

finished; semi - finished products; benefit products; Industrial products .   

 
TIMBER PROCESSOR 

1.  Company registration and establishment.   

2.  Company operates as  an office Forest Management Unit and has the right to do so  
 

a.  LICENÇA DE OPERAÇÃO  

Notes : This is the operating licence.  It is issued by IBAMA (Brazilian Institute of the 
Environment and Natural Resources) State Environmental Body .  Processing companies mu st be 
on IBAMAôs technical register (Cadastro T®cnico Federal ).  
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b.  ALVARÁ (MUNICIPAL OPERATING LICENCE FOR INDUSTRY)  

Notes : Municipality Authorisation for business activity.  Issued by Municipality Body (Town hall).  
 

3.  Payment of taxes and fees  
 

a.  DOF / GUIA FLOR ESTAL (GF1, GF2 , GF3 )  
Note s: The Declarations of Origin document (DOF) controls trade and transportation of timber 
derived from federal land.  Issued by IBAMA (Brazilian Institute of the Environment and Natural 
Resources).  This enables products to be traced back to processing sites and forest source.  
DOFs are relevant to harvesting activities on federal land.  
At the state level, l icences are issued by the SEMA (State Secretariat of Environment). The 
document issued to accompany wood products is the Gu ia Florestal: GF1 is for logs, GF2 is for 

sawn timber and GF3 for final products.  GF1 is for logs, GF2 for forest products except 

logs (branches, chips, fence posts etc)  and GF3 for lumber gross or semi - finished; 

semi - finished products; benefit products; Industrial products .   
 

The DOF is not required for all products (some exceptions apply).   

DOFs are issued with an expiration date: 5days for state road transportation, 10days for 
interstate road transportation (FLA).  
b.  NOTA FISCAL DE COMPRA/VENDA DO PRODUCTO 
Notes : This is the Log Bill of Sales / Invoice.  It is issued by the company but must be linked to 

the Secretaria Estadua l da Fazenda (SEFA) system.  

c.  CERTIDÃO NEGATIVA DA RECEITA FEDERAL  
Notes : This is a Clearance Certificate for general fees and taxes of company activities.  It is 

issued by the Tax authorities (RECEITA FEDERAL) but it can only be requested by the company 

itself and has a limited period of validity . 

 

4.  Transport and Trade  
 

a.  DOF / GUIA FLORESTAL  (GF1, GF2 , GF3 )  
Note s: The Declarations of Origin document (DOF) controls trade and transportation of timber 
derived from federal land.  Issued by IBAMA (Brazilian Institute of the Environment and Natural 

Resources).  This enables products to be traced back to processing sites and forest source.   
DOFs are relevant to harvesting activities on federal land.  
At the state level, l icences are issued by the SEMA (State Secretariat of Environment). The 

document issued to accompany wood products is the Guia Florestal: GF1 is for logs, GF2 is for 
sawn tim ber and GF3 for final products.   
 

5.  Importers  
 

a.  REGISTRO DE IMPORTAC ÃO (SISCOMEX)  
Note s: Import Registration Code (SISCOMEX).   

 
6.  Export ers  

 
a.  REGISTRO DE EXPORTAC ÃO (SISCOMEX)  
Note s: Export Registration (SISCOMEX).  Issued by local customs office.  
b.  DECLARACÃO DE DESPACHO DE EXPORTACÃO  
Note s: Shipping Declaration (Must include SISCOMEX NUMBER).  Issued by local customs office.  

c.  DOF / GUIA FLORESTAL  (GF1, GF2 , GF3 )  
d.  Customs Declaration  
e.  Sales Contract  
f.  Packing list  
g.  Invoice  
h.  Bill of Lading  
 

 
NOTES: Harvesting permits, authorisation of purchase and transport may  not be required for plantation 

timber from exotic (non -native) species.  

Remember : the fact that material has been legally imported to, and re -exported from Brazil , does not 

provide any assurance of the legality of the country of origin . 
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EXAMPLES 

RURAL ACTIVITY LICENCE (LICENÇA DE ACTIVIADE RURAL)  
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AUTEX (AUTORIZAÇÃO  DE EXPLORAÇÃO FLORESTAL)  
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DOF / GUIA FLORESTAL  (GF1 )  
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DOF APPLICATION TEMPLATE  
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CERTIDÃO NEGATIVA DA RECEITA FEDERAL 
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NOTA FISCAL DE COMPRA DO PRODUCTO 
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ALVARÁ (MUNICIPAL OPERATING LICENCE FOR INDUSTRY)  
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LICENÇA DE OPERAÇÃO  
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NOTA FISCAL DE VENDA DO PRODUCTO 
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GF3 
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REGISTRO DE EXPORTAC ÃO (SISCOMEX)  
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